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In the area of health, the World Economic Forum report examined the sex ratio at birth to measure 
infanticide and the gap between women’s and men’s life expectancy. This measure reflects years lost 
to violence, disease, malnutrition, and other factors. The report shows that almost 96% of the gap 
in health between women and men has been closed. In industrial nations, maternal deaths are rare. 
Almost all births are attended by trained health personnel. But according to the World Health Organi-
zation, Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan account for 28% of the world’s births and 46% of its maternal 
deaths. In developing countries, fewer than half the births—and in South Asia fewer than a third—are 
attended by any health personnel.

Sex ratio at birth has become a reliable indicator of sex discrimination. The World Factbook 
(Central Intelligence Agency, 2011) shows the following countries with male births greater than 110 
to 100 female births: China 113.3, India and Armenia 112, followed by Albania, Vietnam, Azerbaijan, 

Figure 9.1  The Global Gender Gap 2013 Rankings
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Source: Adapted from Hausmann, Tyson, Bekhouche, & Zahidi (2013, Table 3a).


